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Filed for intro on  05/21/2001

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 432
By  West

A RESOLUTION To honor Bill Anderson for his considerable
contributions to country music.

WHEREAS, It is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to pay

tribute to those individuals, who through their talent and dedication, have made lasting

contributions to their respective fields; and

WHEREAS, Bill Anderson is most assuredly one such person, who, in over thirty years

of performing and composing country music, has become one of the most enduring and popular

entertainers of our time; and

WHEREAS, Lovingly dubbed “Whispering Bill” for his breathy voice and his soft, warm

approach to music, he is one of the most honored songwriters in the history of country music;

his back-up group, The Po’ Folks Band, has long been considered one of the finest instrumental

and vocal groups in the music business; and

WHEREAS, Born in Columbia, South Carolina, Mr. Anderson was raised in Atlanta,

Georgia; a sterling scholar, he graduated from the University of Georgia with a degree in

Journalism; and
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WHEREAS, While working his way through school as a disc jockey, Bill Anderson first

started to write and perform songs; at only nineteen years of age, he composed the country

classic, City Lights; and

WHEREAS, He then moved to Nashville and secured a record contract with Decca

Records; with hit songs like, Po' Folks, Mama Sang A Song, The Tips Of My Fingers, and 8 X

10, he began establishing his place in music history; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Anderson’s stirring compositions have been recorded by such diverse

musical talents as Ray Price, Porter Wagoner, Debbie Reynolds, Ivory Joe Hunter, Kitty Wells,

Faron Young, Lawrence Welk, Dean Martin, Aretha Franklin, Jerry Lee Lewis, Walter Brennan,

and numerous others; and

WHEREAS, Highly respected by his peers, Bill Anderson has been voted Songwriter of

the Year six times and has also been named Male Vocalist of the Year; he has been honored as

half of the Duet of the Year with both Jan Howard and Mary Lou Turner, and has seen his band

voted Band of the Year; in 1975, he was voted into the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, Ten years later, the State of Georgia honored him as only the seventh living

performer inducted into the Georgia Music Hall of Fame; in 1993, he was made a member of the

Georgia Broadcasters Hall of Fame and, in 1994, was inducted into the South Carolina Music

and Entertainment Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, In 1995, Billboard magazine named four of Mr. Anderson’s compositions -

City Lights, Once A Day, Still, and Mama Sang A Song –among the Top 20 Country Songs of

the past 35 years; no other songwriter had as many songs listed; and

WHEREAS, An entertainer in every sense of the word, Bill Anderson was the first

country artist to host a network game show, starring on ABC-TV’s, The Better Sex; he also

appeared for three years on the daytime drama, One Life to Live; and

WHEREAS, He also hosted a country music game show on The Nashville Network

called, Fandango, and co-produced TNN’s You Can Be A Star, he has appeared frequently as a
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guest star on television variety and game shows, including The Tonight Show, The Today

Show, Match Game, Family Feud, and Hee-Haw; and

WHEREAS, A talented author, Mr. Anderson has published two books; his first

successful book, an autobiography called Whisperin' Bill was published in 1989; listed on best

seller lists across the South, Whisperin' Bill is now in its fourth printing; his second book, I Hope

You're Living As High On The Hog As The Pig You Turned Out To Be, was published in late

1998 and is currently in its third printing; and

WHEREAS, Bill Anderson continues to be a significant contributor to country music; a

member of the Grand Ole Opry since 1961, he performs there regularly and hosts the popular

television show, Opry Backstage; and

WHEREAS, His 1998 album, Fine Wine, received rave reviews and his three greatest

hits albums, Bill Anderson's Greatest Hits Volumes I and II and The Best of Bill Anderson,

continue to delight old and new fans alike; and

WHEREAS, Once again turning his attention to composing, he began 1999 with a pair of

number one hits, Wish You Were Here, sung by Mark Wills and the Grammy-nominated, Two

Teardrops, sung by Steve Wariner; his matchless compositions can also be heard on recent

releases by Vince Gill, Lorrie Morgan, Collin Raye, Tracy Byrd, Richochet, Bryan White,

Alabama, and many others; and

WHEREAS, Singer, songwriter, television game show host, actor, spokesperson, and

consummate onstage performer, Bill Anderson is a master entertainer; his artistry and talent

have shaped the landscape of country music for three decades; and

WHEREAS, It is the pleasure of this legislative body to pay tribute to this remarkable

man who has given so much to the country music industry and the citizens of this great State

and Nation; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE
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CONCURRING, That we hereby honor Bill Anderson, recognize his significant contributions to

country music, applaud his dedication and commitment to excellence, and extend to him our

best wishes for every continued success and happiness in all his future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


